OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER
1rst Quarter Issue 04-04-2020

DIRECTOR: Russ Riley

Well Hello All,
I write this hoping all is well with everyone, that
everyone is healthy, that everyone is still sane, that
noone has gone to jail yet (just kidding *** maybe). I
know you’ve heard it over and over on what you need
to do, so I am not going to repeat it.
It’s been another tough March for us Motorcycle
lovers, it’s been cold, it’s been wet (especially on
weekends). Meetings have been canceled, rides have
been cancelled, just about everything has been
canceled and it sucks.
We just need to hang in there and know it’s all for the
best, it’s for our safety, it’s for our health, it’s for
everyone.
I just want to remind you (my extended family) that if
you are in need please contact one of us. We will do
our best to help each other out, and we will be in the
wind again soon.
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Website: Reddinghog.com

Lead Road Captain: Judy Moroney

Why does it always rain on the weekend??? Maybe
it’s natures way of forcing us to STAY HOME. As a
nurse, I firmly believe in social distancing and
wearing a mask at this time (which I think will be
recommended in the near future) while our
Healthcare workers work tirelessly to care for those
in need.
Our County is at very low risk BUT that could
change overnight.
We have several Road Captains willing to lead
rides and I am grateful to them. Please keep your
distance from each other when not on your bikes.
Have fun and stay safe.
Judy Moroney – LEAD ROAD CAPTAIN
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Respectfully,
Russ Riley, Director
Redding Chapter #0286
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Membership..Cathy Cobbaert
Helpful advice ...Debbie Allison

Expiring Memberships:::::


When the Pavement Ends
With our current Shelter in Place, hopefully you had
time to read your current HOG magazine. One article
brought back a memory of a ride in the early 2000’s to
Hyampom. A group of us decided to do an
“Unauthorized Ride”, as Ron Evans used to call Rick’s
rides.
While in Hyampom, a local told us of a shortcut to
Hwy 299. Saying it was a decent road, yea he was a
funny man. After a few miles the pavement ended and
turned into nice deep dusty gravel. We pulled over for
a group chat; a few of us had not ridden in those
conditions. It was unanimous, we would proceed. I
was a new rider on my 1200 Sportster and was told to
keep my feet up, ease off throttle when slowing and
use more rear brake, ride at a slower pace, don’t panic
and keep my shoulders relaxed. We all made it safely
after choking on dust for 10 miles.
That day gave me what I needed to loose the fear of
riding in uncertain conditions. A few years later Willie
took us though Mt Lassen. Unknowingly, miles of the
road were under repair and again I got to experience
the uncertainty of riding on gravel. And again, we all
made it through safely. Just ride and stay safe.
Debbie Allison


Ride free ( ride safe

JANUARY
Jerry Bay

APRIL
John Calhoun

Leroy Crabtree
Cynthia Freeman
Daryl Freeman
Steve Gaston
Terri Pasquarello

Chris Wikeen
Carol Nystrom
Linda Rivera

MAY
FEBRUARY
Pam Buono
David Joost
MARCH
Kevin Adday
Andy Anderson
Rebecca Cobb
Michael VanHooser
Tammy Watson-Wagner
APRIL
Cheryl Calhoun
Judith Maroney
Philip Nystrom

Jim Africa
Garth Bailey
Joe Burruss
Bill Hunter
Carol Struble
JUNE
Cathy Cobbaert
Danny DePetro
Pamela Graeff
Pam Heffley
Bill Hunter
Kathy Schnetzer
Juanita Stewart

The yearly dues to our local chapter is a
major source of revenue for our club.
Prompt payment is GREATLY
appreciated. You will receive an email a
month before your dues expire as a
reminder

.

With our meetings canceled at this
time due to the pandemic, please
mail your membership dues to :
Redding Harely Davidson
1268 Twin View Blvd Redding, Ca 96002
or...
Cathy Cobbaert
3030 Henderson Rd. Redding, Ca 96003
Please make your checks payable to::::::
Redding HOG

LOOK WHO’S HAVING A ......

APRIL
Mike Ball
Pam Buono
Cheryl Calhoun
John Cassidy
Melba Hughes

Gary Jensen, Sr
Susan Kuipers
Judith Moroney
Tony Spiteri
Michael Uzelac
MAY

??Has any of your information
changed??
Have you moved, changed your address,
phone number or email address? In order
for to us keep our records up to date and
for you to continue to receive current info
for club rides, activities, etc., we need you
to keep us informed! Please contact me
(Cathy) at 410-3533 or emailmembership@reddinghog.com

«««««««»»»»»»»
MILEAGE PROGRAM:
It’s still not to late to get me (Cathy Cobbaert)
your bikes mileage to be a part of our mileage
program. Just send me your mileage from
January 1, 2020 if you know it or your current
mileage and joy the fun. The miles calculated
will give you added patches and pins for your
vest at the given stages.
1000 miles - 5000 - and so on.
As well as other possible prizes.

Jim Africa
Martin Graeff
Wayne Kuipers
Valerie Sell

Ed Dawson
Charlie Harrison
Shelley Miller
Chris Wikeen
JUNE

Cathy Cobbaert
Pamela Graeff
Bill Hunter
Juanita Stewart

Danny DePetro
Pam Heffley
Kathy Schentzer
Tammy Wagner

Cindy Taylor
Scott Bigley
Eugene Stone
Mark your calendar and
save the date..
for our next Year End party
which will be .....
January 9,2021. It will be at
the hilton garden inn again
this year.
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“WE CARE ABOUT YOU!”

When riding your Harley-Davidson Motorcycle be
sure to ride safely, respectfully and within the
limits of the law and your OWN CAPABILITIES.
Wear appropriate gear and insist your passengers
do the same. Never ride while under the influence
of alcohol or drugs. Group ride requires extra
measures of care and caution!!
Redding Harley Davidson
1268 Twin View Blvd, Redding CA

Chapter meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month (unless otherwise stated) at Lulu’s
Restaurant beginning at 7:00P.M. Come early for dinner with some time to visit with other members. We
always have plenty of laughs.
rd
Officer Meetings are on the 3 Wednesday of each month (unless otherwise stated) also at Lulu’s beginning
at 6:00p.m. Again, come early for dinner if your so inclined.
½½½Æ¾¾¾

HOG GENERAL MEETINGS DATES
April is CANCELED due to the COVD-19
May 27
June 24
July 22
August 26
September 23
October 28
November 18
December 16

Chapter Rides are on the::
1rst Saturday and 3rd Sunday
of every month.
(Unless otherwise stated)
We meet at Our Redding Harley Store
We are still on our Fall/Winter Schedule
time of 10 A.M.
Spring/Summer will be at 9 A.M.
When the time is changed it will be shared in our weekly emails from Jim Africa.
M  M
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITHIN OUR HOG NEWSLETTER..
Business Card Size  $25/year
MEMBER’S ONLY!!!!
Let other members know about your business and who they can call first.


For just $25 a year you can advertise your business here in our Quarterly Newsletters. This privilege
is given to MEMBERS ONLY as a way to help our members and each other. Just make a check
payable to Redding HOG, give us your business card and it’ll be added in our next newsletter within
the Advertising section. If you decide to advertise at mid-year, I’ll pro-rate the remainder of the
year, come next April you will receive a reminder to continue your “subscription” for another year if
you wish. Please feel free to contact me Tammy Watson-Wagner @ tawatson60@gmail.com or in
person for any information you may need. Hope to hear from some of our members/business
owners soon.
PLEASE NOTE: your business ad cannot conflict with our sponsor, Redding Harley Davidson, nor
be of distaste in any way.
Thank you

Safety Officer: Kevin Adday

Springtime Safety/Riding/Maintenance Tips

After a long winter, most of us are looking forward to breaking out our hogs and going for a ride. Spring is
one of the best riding seasons, but it can come with its own set of dangers as well. Between poor road
conditions, more motorcycles out and about and a wet season, springtime can make the chances of getting
into an accident significantly greater.
Oh, the weather outside is…
Spring weather is notoriously unpredictable, with temperatures all over the place and storms appearing
suddenly. Remember that old saying before heading out for a ride in the spring, "April showers bring May
flowers." Even past April, spring rainstorms can make roads slick and potentially dangerous for motorcycles.
If you're thinking about heading out for a ride, take a look at the weather forecast before you leave home. If it
starts to rain while you're out, you should try to find someplace dry and wait it out. Spring showers are
common and can be brief, with sunshine immediately following. However, roads are slickest right after rain
falls, so riders should be wary of heading out right after a storm.
Birds of a feather flock together
If you've been itching to get back on the road, you're not alone. Spring is one of the most popular seasons
for motorcyclists, meaning there will be more of us along the highways and roads and the risk of getting into
an accident is higher.
Road conditions
Another major and potentially harmful obstacle to a rider is potholes. After a long winter, potholes have
become one of the biggest issues cities face in the spring and pose a huge threat to both bikers and car
owners.
Motorcycles are very susceptible to potholes and cracks in the road, which could cause a rider to lose
control if they were to hit one. To avoid injuring yourself or your motorcycle, stay alert while riding and be on
the lookout for any potholes in the road.
The best thing to do if you spot a pothole or disruption in the road is to avoid it. If you are unable to avoid it,
the next best act is to slow down when approaching it. In either instance, it's important that you don't come
to a screeching halt or swerve too quickly, as you could end up damaging your front-end suspension, losing
control of your bike or hitting another vehicle.
Riding safely
Of course, no one should get behind the wheel of a car or on the seat of their motorcycle while under
the influence of alcohol or drugs. On the road, bikers should always wear protective gear, including a

helmet, boots, gloves and warm leather layers.
Always Wear a Helmet
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) estimates that 1,859 motorcyclists were
saved by helmets in 2016 alone. They say 802 more could have been saved if they had worn helmets. They
also estimate that helmets reduce motorcycle crash deaths by 37%, and head injuries by 69%. Full face
helmets provide even better protection for your eyes and face.
A prevalent myth among motorcyclists is that wearing a helmet increases the chance of spine injury in
a motorcycle crash. Not so. A five-year study showed that helmet use significantly reduces the risk of
cervical spine fractures.
Motorcycle helmet laws exist in all but three U.S. states (Illinois, Iowa, and New Hampshire). And, if
you are in a motorcycle accident without a helmet, your insurance company may not cover your losses.
Get Your Riding Skills Tuned Up
Several months of not riding means that your skills are rusty. Take it easy on your first few rides to
reacquaint yourself with your bike, the roads and the traffic. It might not hurt to take a motorcycle training
course to get those reflexes and skills well honed.
Defensive Driving
In my opinion, Driving defensively is the is one of, if not the most important ways to stay safe on a
motorcycle. Most motorcycle accidents are caused because drivers say they couldn’t see
themotorcycle. Some steps you can take to make yourself more visible are: Wear brightly colored clothing,
leave your headlights on at all times, use your turning signals, honk your horn if a car is approaching at a
fast speed, and don’t drive in the blind spot of other vehicles. If you can’t see the driver in their mirrors, they
can’t see you. All of these precautions will help other drivers on the road become aware of you.Remember
you have blind spots too, take a look over your shoulder when necessary.

Get Your Motorcycle Tuned Up
Your bike has been parked for the winter and needs to be prepped for the new season. Your wheels need air and
should be inspected for cracks and leaks. Make sure your battery has a full charge. Check the lights, fluids, cables, belts
and brakes. If you're new to motorcycling, take your machine to a good bike mechanic for a tune up.
Before you begin, pick up the factory service manual for your motorcycle’s make and model. Then
give your bike a bath with plenty of suds. It’s much easier to spot things that out of place when you aren’t
peering through a thick layer of last year’s grime.
Let’s get started.
Tires, Wheels and Brakes
·

Tread Depth
o Most tires have wear bars set in the grooves, indicating replacement is necessary when they

·
·
·
·
·
·

become flush with the surface of the tread.
Look for cracks, bulges, dry-rot.
Check rims for damage, deformities.
If you have spoked wheels, look for bent, broken, or missing spokes.
Check the air pressure.
If you have spoked wheels, look for bent, broken, or missing spokes.
Check the thickness of your brake pads.

Controls
·
·
·
·
·

Your handlebars should be straight, turn freely, and the bar should be secure.
Your clutch and hand brake should be well-adjusted and tightly mounted.
Lubricate any clutch, brake, or throttle cables as well, and check for frayed ends and kinks along the
entire length of each cable.
If you have hydraulic clutch and brake systems, make sure the lines don’t have cuts, cracks, or
leaks.
Give the throttle a good twist to check for smooth operation.

Lights and Electrics
·
·
·

Checking your lights is easy—they should all work, and the lenses should be free from scuffs, cracks,
and condensation. Test them all.
If a light doesn’t come on, check the bulb first, then the fuse, then your wiring connections.
If you’re running anything auxiliary, like extra lights, a phone charger, or an alarm, check that it works
as well.

Oil and Other Fluids
· When was the last time you changed your oil?
o If you don’t know, change it now.There are three general schools of thought here: change it in
the fall, change it in the spring, or do both.
· Check your oil level. Most motorcycles have a dipstick or a sight glass in the crank case with min. and
max. fill lines.
· Oil isn’t the only fluid in need of attention. Pay heed to coolant and hydraulic fluid as well.
· Always use new oil, air, and fuel filters when changing fluids.
· At the very least, check your levels and top them off if you’re low, and whatever you do, don’t mix
DOT levels of brake fluid together.
Chassis
· Start with the steering head bearings
o Twist the handlebars from stop to stop. Uneven resistance, binding, and grittiness are all bad
news.
· Check fork seals.
· As a rule of thumb, fork oil should be changed every 10,000 miles or once per year.
· Belt and shaft-drives are nearly maintenance-free, so check belts for nicks, cracks, or cuts, and top
off shaft fluid reservoirs and tightly secure the drain plug and fill plug.
· Lastly, check your frame and fairings for cracks (look for paint lifting up) and torque down every
visible nut and bolt properly—especially mounts for aftermarket accessories like highway pegs that
may have wiggled loose from your hog’s wicked vibration.
Stands

·
·

Before your first voyage of the season, give the pivot joints a good shot of grease and make sure the
stand actuates smoothly.
You might even practice kicking it out a few times to refresh your muscle memory.

You did it! Now you know your steed is faithful, and you’re ripping and roaring and frothing at the mouth to
hit the open road. But not so fast! Your bike may be in ship shape, but are you?
Motorcycle Gear
If you’re on an unavoidable collision path with a minivan driver who “didn’t see you,” it will be
your helmet, not your side stand, that saves your life. Inspect your lid for damage, because it won’t protect
its contents more than once. Helmets lose their structural integrity—and usefulness—from everything from
serious crashes to falling off of your coffee table onto hardwood floor.
Helmets also have an expiration date. Snell recommends replacing one every five years, while other
experts recommend more lenient intervals of up to eight years per lid. It’s a good time to remind yourself of
when you bought yours and make sure it hasn’t aged out of its usefulness.
Mind Over Asphalt
Your wrist has likely accumulated some lead during the winter months, but that’s exactly why you
should take it slow for your first few rides. Spring is one of the most dangerous times to be on a motorcycle:
the roads are sandy and salty, motorists aren’t used to sharing them with bikes, and deer are skirting the
shoulders looking for headlights to stare into. Adding an overzealous attitude to the mix is a great recipe for
cutting your riding season short, or worse.
At the very least, go practice on your own in a safe environment without traffic, animals, and other
distractions, such as a parking lot, quiet side street, or cul-de-sac. Above all, get out there, ride smart, and
have fun.
SO
With all of us being quarantined, we should all have time to do an inspection of our bikes. This is
meant to help those who are new to riding, and to remind those old timers that know everything. If you have
any questions, comments, or concerns you can email me at leadroadcaptain3@reddinghog.com.

Redding H.O.G. #0286
Kevin Aday
Safety Officer
Road Captain
The above has been taken from several websites as well as my personal opinion.

